"Our Towns" Through the Eyes of Our Young People
School Leaders,
We believe there are so many good things happening in Wisconsin worthy of celebrating, and we would like

to celebrate that goodness through the eyes of our young people.

To that end, we are doing a pilot that involves the gathering of stories written by your students for
publication in our news media. Details are outlined in the attached document.

Please encourage your school to participate!

You may email your submissions to wicharacter@yahoo.com or mail to WCEP 400 N. Broadway St. # 303,
Milwaukee, WI 53202 by February 1, 2019.

Winners will be announced by April 15, 2019

The School Project: “Our Towns” (You Should Come to My Town, Let Me Tell You Why)

Goal: Have high school students write about the uniqueness of the people and institutions in their towns in
a celebrative manner and publish results; 5500 scholarships for published winners.

The goal is to have the publishable essays by a school deadline of February 1, 2019

Introduction

Our towns are full of inspirational stories that illustrate how America has become a unique mosaic of cultures
and an amalgamation of many different ideas. It is our 242-year history of creating a country that shows what
freedom and democracy can accomplish that makes us a beacon to the world even though we have not always
been perfect. The world has long looked to our Republic and its citizens for inspiration and hope. The story
has not been an easy one over the decades because to reinvent ourselves and be inclusive requires continuous
development of grit and muscle as well as hope. The United States provides this unparalleled example to the
world; nothing quite like it in history has ever been formed or aspired to.

We have learned that major requirements of for our country’s citizens include moral and virtuous goals
beyond the self. People in the U.S. exhibit them in thousands of ways every day-including in our state of
Wisconsin. For example, a third of the population weekly donates its time to worthy areas beyond their
immediate interest because they want to enhance their neighbors’ lives with moral, virtuous, caring, family
and community building.

This is inspired from the four-year journey of James and Deborah Fellow documented in their book called “Our
Towns: A 100,000-Mile Journey into the Heart of America”.

The Project
What we want to do is engage high school students in this process of becoming good citizens at an early age.

We know young people can be very idealistic and we want to encourage them.

The end goal is to produce publishable papers, locally and statewide to begin with. If nothing else, we would
hope to have them read and examined in our schools, the very schools active in our lovely towns.

The Methodology

How can this be accomplished and what would be expected? Working with select high school faculty, primarily
Social Studies and English departments, their students would write essays of no more than 500 words or most
likely 400. The topic would be an inspirational and accurate portrayal of their town: where it’s been, where it
is, where it might be going as the result of the people or institutions students admire.

The writing must be reasonable; it doesn’t have to be perfect; however, it should be a literate example.

There’s a conspicuous absence of ego, opinion, or telling. Rather, the approach is about sharing and
inspirational storytelling.

The students should include positive examples, what is worth building on, avoid the negativity of what isn’t; or
what is/ is not scalable.
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Why

This exercise works a two-way street: we adults need the inspiration from our young people. They will be
helped by celebrating what they experience on their terms, with their language, with their peer groups and
the adults that they influence. The end result will add to the mosaic of civil, socially responsible, caring
communities.

Support
Permission will be granted before anyone will attempt to publish the papers, possibly even a book, depending
on the quality of what is received.

Location and Time Frame

The process must be simple and organized; the authority is in the school. There could be more than one
winner or recipient where a school system has more than 10,000 students. Judgement of the schools will
prevail

Email your submissions to wicharacter@yahoo.com or mail to WCEP 400 N. Broadway St. # 303, Milwaukee, W1 53202 by
February 1, 2019. Winners will be announced by April 15, 2019.
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