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You are a model for good or ill: How Wisconsin schools are the best examples
By Richard R. Pieper, Sr.

The column below reflects the views of the author, and these opinions are neither endorsed nor supported by
WisOpinion.com.

We all agree modeling bad behavior is, unfortunately, effective. Parents and grandparents worry constantly
about what their children see and experience. Fortunately the converse is true: modeling good behavior is also
effective and everyone in our society stands to benefit.

Because the drumbeat of troubled kids and broken schools gets monotonous, here are three schools in
Wisconsin recognized nationally for modeling good behavior. The resultis a school environment where
everyone cares for each other, teachers teach, students learn, and relieved parents/grandparents pitch in.
They are insuring a world we want to live in.

Through the efforts of Wisconsin Character Education Partnerships (WCEP) and the national organization
Character.org, our state has emerged as a model of character development. State and national recognition has
followed.

Each spring schools assess what they have accomplished for the year. Across the country, schools committed
to developing academics and character submit plans and self-assessments to WCEP. WCEP is an all-
volunteer organization in Wisconsin encouraging character development in elementary to secondary schools.
It adheres to the national Character.org's Eleven Principles, broad tenets for creating a caring society,
respecting others, and leading a virtuous life. Without these, growing into a productive, balanced, successful
life is difficult.

Schools involved with character education create their own tailored plans. These are not one day affairs or a
single assembly discussing character. These schools embed the concept throughout. They want the entire
community involved in behaving well and fashioning a healthy life style. Not to sound too lofty here (although,
we ask why not), but we want nothing less than to make the world a better, kinder place.

A school submits its plans and results first to a state panel; if the effort is excellent quality, the school is
designated a State School of Character (SSOC). Next, the school seeks to be evaluated at the national level. If
successful there, itis designated a National School of Character (NSOC). For the academic year 2015-16,
three Wisconsin schools achieved this lofty level. They are: Brown Deer Middle High School in Brown Deer,
WI; Meyer Middle School in River Falls, WI; and Pleasant Prairie Elementary School in Pleasant Prairie, WI.

This year, a total of 68 schools and 4 districts from 15 states spanning CA to NJ, were selected to receive the
NSOC designation. A complete list can be seen on the national website www.character.org.

Awards were announced by national President/CEO Becky Sipos on May 10, 2016, after the SSOC
designations were announced. "These character initiatives create conditions for learning where students are
thriving and growing into ethical members of our society. They are developing lifelong skillsets they will
leverage well into their adult lives."

The entire state should laud local efforts. The SSOC awards ceremony and celebration will be held on June 15
at Alverno College. The NSOC awards will be October 15 in Washington D.C.

Achieving national recognition is difficult, but schools in the initial stages of striving to attain that goal are
acknowledged. This year Greenwood Elementary in River Falls will receive an Honorable Mention SSOC;
Westlawn Elementary School in Cedarburg is an Emerging SSOC. Additional information can be read at the
Wisconsin website www.wicharacter.org.

Once a Wisconsin school opts to incorporate character development throughout the curriculum and extra-
curricular activities, teachers, administrators or both attend classes one day a month for the academic year in
the Leadership Advancing Character & Culture in Schools (LACCS) program housed at Alverno College.
Educators share best practices, complete exercises and hear guest lecturers provide insights about
incorporating character education.

My conclusion: our children will follow good behavior more closely than bad. | am always encouraged by the
annual awards. Our state and country are not going to the dogs, quite the contrary. The challenge for every
adultis to accept the responsibility of being a shining example to all children. Someday those children will be
adults.

-- Pieper is non-executive chairman, PPC Partners Inc. in Milwaukee.

http://www.wisopinion.com/index.iml?mdl=article. mdl&article=65300

WISBUSINESS

CONTACT US

GO

UNIVERSITYof WISCONSIN

UWMILWAUKEE
—

Customize Your Campaign
SAVE 1()%
OnYour
— FIRST PURCHASE! —
BLECT MARTE % e
" —

WISPOLITICS.COM SOCIAL NEWS
_f]G]in] & L=

NEWS

WisPolitics

“ DOJ: Stay of right-to-work ruling
=/ provides 'certainty’ during appeal P

Baldwin calls for increased TSA funding »

Clerks: voter ID law has helped, not hurt
Wisconsin elections p

Ryan’s concern: Will Trump respect
Congress’s power? §

Some question Walker’s postponement of
decision on third term p

12


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvfzTD4-Shw9ZFZF6dJpy-mpiWn-TGPLq-rN2eFG9SUwwd-iwu5BDTIccNHnGUCU7AJ60Wp3N8q01R6zLZmoKp_wR1sR64SnKXLC6MYyX6t1s3B3EGSMUG5OR4jGSZj0jUxR13aBgQtR4GKHYrwuIOBb7sZokLBK7j7_WDqx1UuCPBZkABRpk8OaYHTs_0xYxwvnwYKxlU&sai=AMfl-YTCIkFhV9iY2OF1acHaAC-6_NDmJ6VrIPu0p7SsDHD20p10UEZokj8MbxBeIywl1jjaFJfU2iVyQg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD2kLxGt3DSX&adurl=http://wisconsintechnologycouncil.com/entrepreneurs-conference/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsudoqq0qeajb54vAsVe6Mw9zX-vMR5sAbg_pWziPepG3MbCZqGDecPFCccVZh0XSwseYAC4lgltgfU0GwYCcZGoNMoT5DNfvIiRTXukVo9ygNYm4lXY4TDpyWIJ1D6jRD85pdq6yB8UW9iSSDkj_VktCwx1BpVHRCQbAfyOjz8ALO3unvbaPNaP5xCKZw2I8ZzorxwqXKJi&sai=AMfl-YT-pu3a50QorRT8_1cJK3IOrJ8FOLuA0WsFniv0deGwvIUXJYbi6NNw3EhbECnyOXS66i3sWo1Pag&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPJ96kVMq1rD&adurl=http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml%3FArticle%3D276235
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=259324
http://wisopinion.com/index.iml?mdl=article.mdl&article=48906
http://www.wisopinion.com/index.iml?mdl=articles.mdl
http://www.wisopinion.com/index.iml?mdl=post.mdl
http://www.wispolitics.com/
http://www.wisbusiness.com/
mailto:wisopinion@wispolitics.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu1S6PjPAEKNkikF7t7DnU99935DQ9LVz7tS9nlbZLjswafBsbIyN9Fy6DPVanbIhsiePuHz2IXcLwzNxSy13WPUelzYVkJs8n_fOFAR_RGfMNpwuOlyKRC-NMfA0zq80JYf3omJKKEMl6QoHT2S1dxZpm5JPNIO5TgwSzGVRoWZauqyaRL8zLdYYp3ej3a9W4icLqrVTSjY8o&sai=AMfl-YQeid7L_ytMb7XMtkjzFe3_cdwUR6rOvLDGjULyVCfrikaMK1i7stxWX922iu3DwmMPRmRvtt_gNA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA4KBc2QBNMk&adurl=http://uwm.edu
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsszvIAk1TVeJ6waQ1A8H3ZER-RGuVjdYtsY6dKRuT47_JxUkYJA8ra-5tK17qGTqImH2C4NF5jOgTmVB5E-ZZmJGhXWgfar1y-W92ZYI-aFig0P2yndp0jAcEjS6y8BS7tE1HxuvJKaYKCUKPdf3P_-hTf2pmVKFIUrkoYCkBX-EwFgi3dFRoCKzQnfiMvqPojfR8wCaCfjsw8&sai=AMfl-YSTMqz130av6F6MLuXXvjVnkZdVxVKathTunQIRY4H_Vc0te1F0uXJ-vWkAYUeYarIgzV0Xq7xq1w&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJGs2fAC8HkO&adurl=http://www.printforprogress.com
http://www.facebook.com/wispolitics
http://twitter.com/wisopinion
ttp://www.linkedin.com/groups/WisPoliticscom-4150640
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=276235
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=276235
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=258903
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=258904
http://www.wisopinion.com/ajax.iml?Content=46&rc=9&m=date_list.mdl
http://www.wisopinion.com/ajax.iml?Content=88&rc=9&m=date_list.mdl
http://wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=371397
http://www.wearegreenbay.com/sen-tammy-baldwin-calls-for-increased-tsa-funding
http://www.wpr.org/clerks-voter-id-law-has-helped-not-hurt-wisconsin-elections?utm_content=bufferb01a6&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2016/05/24/paul-ryans
http://fox6now.com/2016/05/24/will-he
http://www.wisopinion.com/index.iml

5/25/2016 WisOpinion

E WED AM Update: Ryan aide denies
Trump endorsement rumor, RtW

reinstated, DNR to consider deer
quotas ¢

h Appeals court issues stay in right-to-
= work case k

b June 2 breakfast forum in
= Milwaukee: Will election results
change your energy bill? »

a TUE PM Update: Opening arguments
in challenge to Assembly map;
Sanders sends fundraising appeal
for Bowen b

EARLIER POSTS

FRYAN RUNDOWN

£ News and commentary about
k Wisconsin's first House speaker

POLITICS.COM

Wisconsin's Premier Political News Service ";ﬂz m‘?

n i-—_l m Free Trial | Blog Index | Submitan Op-Ed | Send a Note to the Editor: | Interviews | Audio Clips | BizOpinion | Tuesday Trends | WisBusiness: The Show | Advertise
- | ContactUs | RSS Feeds

Copyright ©2016 WisPolitics.com All rights reserved. | WisOpinion.com | WisBusiness.com | Website development by wisnet.com LLC | Website design by Makin’ Hey Communications

http://www.wisopinion.com/index.iml?mdl=article. mdl&article=65300

22


http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=371392
http://wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=371383
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.Iml?Article=313406
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=371380
http://wispolitics.com/index.iml?Content=46
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss_mCJNi0oyxlpnMe31dip7WjCoJzH0Z0YMRaAkBJudL29e4oL94S2NC0tAqZJBc6kUyJBG-TGnGjfFEZUo1A6aCvyu_IRIn808-6b_x_JsSkcbaMYHwK2x6Y4QTEVqd60Jz6BzHM60oeeHouSK0X4-__eXyAOkTlBSuJ6ihU4nToB5WteSteFW8xhUgFyMBHsy0QGH70Bwrw&sai=AMfl-YSZPVNbSNTJH04HPJjDsSRNZSkqlFTJc6NsYwmSUtvD9zenfdHORQgHxbYm6ubwT6vxoL6DG777HA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLXZemISxmfY&adurl=http://wispolitics.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst9wMdk0WUUFMkIRRy3QXHY5Rlba-eiTMtQ-oaEFkObQjEWEUQYXQmrVTnh6n8fmpIC8Jn6cZAlYGUq7y1Rsvin5nHR4U9N5kimJ2LdTiDcsnhlT7zBqwkPdHN61X619p-t5dwfmBGxkBpLzOHXWqTkmQCTa4ULiePThb3bctuQKiJxeJKXEmY0E77dSJKr9LfqRIKOuPq6mYzR&sai=AMfl-YTG3-yKqJgrja44PTZQryQdEarEa4d1ciDtJ3UG4qv52AC8uk2LoFEHdWIuMzXbmRBcsu1sVDI-tA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPj4-knJiIcC&adurl=http://theshow.wisbusiness.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuTqpEmAiA7Y53Uf6z40ilfZigYBpNzjeNcJ2OGP-M0mCzCwRc5aN1Ko09iYbcCki0eSSiNoWow0ZektqqkKPPTdaNDfe50nPKEjj8-V0wppv6kFCv750iOFjcScDoYscoop0Nj0mtNgT6AUSFW5fhwHDNpEPxLGN6CJ-OCtsUxRgg0Z9-Nkw144fWpIK6QxzjMk4Jx2m96KWlE&sai=AMfl-YQyjx9DGS-jAnqWuTj1o-yL9JvDu3e1FX2Zoxxpg5OwsIno_mK5DYaUrasoUVQMjpa9lj1BjDbKmA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNmRgUG6nI3G&adurl=http://dc.wispolitics.com/search/label/Ryan_Rundown
http://www.facebook.com/wispolitics
http://twitter.com/wisopinion
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/WisPoliticscom-4150640
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=259324
http://www.wisopinion.com/index.iml?mdl=feature.mdl&feature=10
http://wisopinion.com/index.iml?mdl=article.mdl&article=48906
mailto:wisopinion@wispolitics.com
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Content=19
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Content=173
http://bizopinion.wisbusiness.com/
http://www.wisbusiness.com/index.iml?Article=264906
http://theshow.wisbusiness.com/
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Content=17
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Content=18
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=258904
http://www.wisopinion.com/
http://www.wisbusiness.com/
http://www.wisnet.com/
http://makin-hey.com/

